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— The Explorer —  

 

 
 

Are you homebound or physically  
unable to take care of all the  

things you used to?  
 

Changing light bulbs, putting boxes  
in the attic, trimming trees,  

cleaning gutters, etc? �
�

Minor home and yard maintenance available 
through the church. ���

Services provided by volunteer  
members of St. John's at no charge. �

�

For more information or to request the  
service, �call the church office 762-0123.  

 

PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 5 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 12 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

SERVICE 
APRIL 9 

EASTER SUNDAY  
ALL-CHURCH BRUNCH 

APRIL 12 
Bring fruits, pastries or  

a breakfast casserole to share. 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
APRIL 10 

 
 
 

 
 “The One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
provides for those basic needs that make the rest 
of UMCOR’s work possible,” says the Rev. Sam 

W. Dixon, deputy general secretary, United 
Methodist Committee on Relief.  “Without this 

offering so much of what UMCOR does to bring 
hope and healing to the world could not  

happen.”  By celebrating One Great Hour of 
Sharing, you help underwrite UMCOR’s “cost 

of doing business” so they can keep their  
promise that 100% of designated gifts goes to 

specific causes.  Please give generously. 
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Dear St. John’s, 
 
 Thank you so much for everything you did this past Sun-
day morning.  In the midst of a “freezing sanctuary,” the 8:15 
congregation moved to the choir loft to stay warm.  In the midst 
of a power outage, the 10:30 congregation moved to the Garden 
Room.  In between services, people quickly worked together to 
contact the power company, arrange chairs, set up an altar, and 
bring in hymnals.  The choir practiced their anthem while ushers 
distributed bulletins and directed people to the Garden Room.  
The acolytes brought in the LIGHT, and the processional began!   
 
 Because of you and your collaborative efforts, we were 
able to worship together and enjoy good fellowship. 
 
 Ironically, the text and the sermon for the morning, from 
John 2:13-22, was about clearing the chaos from our lives and 
allowing God to create a temple within us.  What could have been 
a chaotic situation, was transformed into worship.   
 
 I pray for our continued efforts as we prepare the temple 
within us for the coming of Easter. 
 
     With love and gratitude, 
 

     ������
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Open hearts,  
        Open arms,  
    Open minds 
 

With open hearts, open arms and open minds, 
we welcome you to St. John’s United Methodist 
Church and invite you to join our community  

of faith, for a day, a week or a lifetime. 
 

 Sunday  
     Opportunities 

 

8:15 a.m.    Holy Communion  
9:00 a.m.    Fellowship Time  
9:15 a.m.    Sunday School Hour 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.  Worship  
5:30 p.m.    Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
 

1501 University   
Lubbock, TX  79401 
806-762-0123 
fax:  806-762-0130 
Email:openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 
web:www.stjohnslubbock.org 
 

Saint John’s Staff  
 

Senior Pastor:  Archie Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Daniel Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Ann Akin  
Pastor Emeritus:  Ted Dotts 
Dir. of Music Ministries:  Kathryn Zetterstrom 
Minister of Christian Ed.:  David Cameron 
Organist:  Roy Wilson 
Business Manager:  Dennis Howard 
Facilities Supervisor:  Cedric Robins  
Childcare Director:  Trisha Castillo 
Administrative Assistant/Editor:  Donna Lindley 

Address Changes Needed!  
If you have changed your  

e-mail address, cell phone or home phone 
number or have moved, please contact the 

church office at 762-0123 or  
openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 

 

 
 
 

 

 
During our short lives the question that guides much of our  

behavior is: “Who are we?” Although we may seldom pose that 
question in a formal way, we live it very concretely in our  

day-to-day decisions. 
The three answers that we generally live---not necessarily give---

are: “We are what we do, we are what others say about us and we 
are what we have,” or in other words:  “We are our success,  

we are our popularity, we are our power.”  
Jesus came to announce to us that an identity based on success,  

popularity and power is a false identity---an illusion. Loudly and 
clearly he says:  “You are not what the world makes you;  

but you are children of God.” 
 

 
Source: Here and Now: Living in the Spirit 
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Deepen your experience of God’s love through  
community, conversation, short courses,  

and good food. 
 

Meals (Reservations required.) 
Serving Time: 5:30-6:00 p.m. (New Time) 

Cost: $7.00 full meal and $3.50 snack supper (1/2 portions) 
 

MENU: 
March 25 -  Roast Beef 

 

Reservations may be made by telephoning the church by 4:30 p.m.,  
Monday, March 23, or registering the number of meals on the  

worship registration pad.   
 
Wednesday, March 25:  6:00 p.m., A Lenten Discussion led by 
Daniel Echols.  “Experiences of the Power of the Cross”, Lenten 
discussion of our own experiences and increased understanding  of 
the power of the Cross of Christ.  We will focus on various wit-
nesses (movies, books, music, real persons, etc.) that have touched 
us with stories of living the way of God’s agape love in response to 
evil.  The hope is that we become better prepared to undergo the 
redeeming potential of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Knitters/Crocheters (Weekly)  Donna Chandler and Ginny Riggs 
Youth Study Hall: 6:00 p.m.  
Children’s Choir: 6:00 p.m.  

 

COME ONE, COME ALL!  

Golden K Kiwanis Chili Festival 

Saturday, March 21   

10:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.   

All you can eat for $5.00!   

Chili with or without beans, crackers, cornbread,  

corn chips, tea, and all the trimmings!   
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LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN MARCH 
 Sunday, March 1 

Sunday, March 8 

Sunday, March 15 

Sunday, March 22 

Sunday, March 29 

Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, I Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 

Genesis 17:1-7, Psalm 22:23-31, Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38 

Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19, I Corinthians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22 

Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3: 14-21 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Psalm 51:1-12, Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12: 20-33 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Study facilitated by Bobby McMillan 

Sunday School Hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m.  

Five Weeks, March 8 – April 5 
Room 215 

 

     Participants will be reading and discussing the lectionary 
readings for Holy Week on the consecutive Sundays leading to 
Holy Week. The goal for this Lenten Pilgrimage is to help us 
enter into the last week of Christ's life by focusing on the daily 
scriptures from  Palm Sunday through Good Friday. In order 
to celebrate the full meaning of Easter, it is essential to walk 
the Via Dolorosa, the way of tears, with Christ.   
     Participants will be asked to commit to daily study of these 
scriptures and to do journaling of their own reflections for 
sharing with each other during our Sunday discussions.   
     No advance registration required. 

 
 

 

 
The Education Committee would like for every committee, 
every Sunday School Class and every ministry of SJUMC  
to have at least a poster display, if not a table display, for  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
FALL CELEBRATION 

 

(taking the place of our traditional Rally Day observance) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Since February 1986, Lubbock  
Interfaith Dialogue has met for brown-bag 

lunch at 12:00 noon on the 4th or 5th 
Tuesday of each month.   

All faith perspectives of attendees are  
welcome and they may participate in  
the discussion as they wish.  Juice,  

water, and snacks are provided.   
For more information, you may  
contact Mary Vines at 799-2494.  

 
March 24 

Who Speaks for Islam?   
By John Esposito 

 

April 28 
Black Liberation Theology 

 

May 26 
Religion and Science: 

Islam Perspectives 
 

June 23 
Abortion: Differing Faith  

Perspectives 
 

July 28 
Historical Truth  

of Resurrection of Jesus 
 

August 25 
Gays’ Effect on UMC  

and St. John’s 
 

Welcome All! 
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by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
How wrong it is to use God as a stop-gap for the incom-

pleteness of our knowledge. We are to find God in what we 
know, not in what we don't know; God wants us to realize 
his presence, not in unsolved problems but in those that are 

solved. That is true of the relationship between God and 
scientific knowledge, but it is also true of the wider human 
problems of death, suffering, and guilt. It is now possible 
to find, even for these questions, human answers that take 
no account whatever of God. In point of fact, people deal 
with these questions without God (it has always been so) 

and it is simply not true to say that only Christianity  
has the answers to them.  

 
As to the idea of “solving” problems, it may be that the 

Christian answers are just as unconvincing -or convincing-  
as any others. Here again, God is no stop-gap; he must be 
recognized as the center of life, not when we are at the end 
of our resources; it is his will to be recognized in life, and 
not only when death comes; in health and vigor, and not 

only in suffering; in our activities, and not only in sin. The 
ground for this lies in the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. 
He is the center of life, and he certainly didn't “come” to 
answer our unsolved problems. From the center of life  

certain questions, and their answers, are seen to be wholly 
irrelevant. In Christ there are no “Christian problems.” 

 
 

Source: Letters and Papers from Prison 
 
 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Thank you to our University Group! 

Donations raised went to University missions.  
A fun time was had by all! 
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Church Calendar 
 
Sunday, March 22, 2009 
8:15 a.m. Communion Service 
9:15 a.m. Lenten Study (Room 215) 
9:15 a.m.      Sunday School Hour 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
4:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee 
5:30 p.m. NO Youth  
Monday, March 23, 2009 
5:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 
5:30 p.m. L.I.F.E. Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Inter-Ethnic Parish - Asbury 
7:30 p.m. Scouts    
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Monthly Staff Meeting 
12:00 Noon Interfaith Dialogue 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday Food Vouchers 
5:30 p.m. Legal Clinic   
Wednesday, March 25, 2009 
7:00 a.m. Lenten Communion Service 
9:30 a.m. UMW Dora Harris Circle 
11:30 a.m. Nurture and Care Committee 
5:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal 
6:00 p.m. Children’s Handbells/
Chimes 
6:00 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Class 
6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry  
6:00 p.m. Children’s Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 
9:30 a.m.      Quilters & Knitters 
6:30 p.m. UMW Dorothy Manning  
  Circle @ Cattle Baron 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 
  Children’s Choir Festival  
Sunday, March 29, 2009 
8:15 a.m.            Communion Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Hour 
9:15 a.m. Lenten Study  
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. ETC University Meal 
4:30 p.m. Youth Musical Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Jr. High and Sr. High Youth 
Monday, March 30, 2009 
12:00 Noon Family Life Committee 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study 
7:30 p.m.  Scouts 
Tuesday, March 31, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday  Food Vouchers 
Wednesday, April 1, 2009 
7:00 a.m. Lenten Communion Service 
5:30 p.m. Worship Committee 
5:30 p.m. No Wonderful Wednesday  
6:00 p.m. Theology Group 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
6:30 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, April 2, 2009 
7:00 a.m. UMM Breakfast/Meeting 

                    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IN SYMPATHY:  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Basil Moss and fam-
ily on the death of his beloved wife, Polly Moss.  Polly died Tuesday, 
March 17.  A memorial service will be held  Friday, March 20, at 3:00 p.m., 
at St. John’s United Methodist Church.  A reception will follow. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED!  Please come by and sign up for altar 
flowers for Sunday worship services.  We have several dates available.  
 

Congratulations and Thank You!  Ginny Riggs was honored on Friday, 
February 20, at the Lubbock County Bar’s Annual Pro Bono Awards lunch-
eon for 10 years of volunteering with the St. John’s Legal Clinic.  
 

Family Guidance & Outreach Center of Lubbock invites you to our 
Candlelight Vigil on Sunday, April 5, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  It is in mem-
ory of the 220 children of Texas who died from child abuse and neglect in 
2008.  Meet at the First Church of the Nazarene, 6110 Chicago. 
 

GARAGE SALE:  Lubbock Meals on Wheels & Industrial Lions Club are 
holding their annual garage sale at 4841 - 50th Street (behind Hong Kong 
Buffet).  All proceeds benefit both organizations.  April 3 and 4, Friday - 
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. and Saturday - 7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  To donate items, please 
call Lloyd at 795-5386 or 745-7585. 
 

Hygiene Products Needed:  We are seeing more clients every week that 
are in need of hygiene products.  Please help with these items whenever 
possible: Toilet Paper, Laundry Soap, Deodorant, Tooth Paste, Shampoo, 
Men’s Shaving Items, and Women’s Hygiene Items. (small sizes best).   
 
 
 

 
by Richard Rohr 

 
     “Whoever remains in me as I in them, will bear much 
fruit” (John 15).  That’s the language of all of the mystics—the 
language of union.  If it’s not the language of union, don’t trust 
it. 
     Mother Teresa said that a person consciously filling a vase 
with water—out of union and love of God—is giving more glory 
to God than a priest at the altar who is standing there in a state of 
anger or separateness.  It’s all about the who, not the what and 
we spend all of our time concentrating on what “I” should do. 
 

 
I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
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St. John’s United Methodist Church  
Mission Statement 

 

The mission of  St. John’s United Methodist Church is to worship and  
serve God with open hearts, open arms, and open minds.  To respond to 
this calling, we will nurture each other in the Christian faith,  we will  
work so that all people can experience God’s love, and we will  examine 
critically and respond prayerfully to the difficult issues that  face us. 
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Dora Harris Circle 
Wednesday, March 25 

9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room 
Program: Lent Study;  

“THIS IS THE FAST I CHOOSE” 
Led by: Betty Dotts 

 

Dorothy Manning Circle 
Thursday, March 26 

6:30 p.m. 
Cattle Baron Restaurant 

82nd & Quaker 
 

A Retreat for Young Mothers  
of Young Children 

(Ages Birth - Age 10) 
BLOOMING IN THE WILDERNESS 

Ceta Canyon, March 27-28 
Rev. Ann Akin and Rev. Donita Lea, Leaders  

Cost $85.00 
For more information,  

call Diane Neal at 806-371-0008 


