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— The Explorer —  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, April 4 
for 3:00 p.m. Matinee 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Cost:  $15  adults   
Group rate for 12 or more 

$10  Students/Children 
 

Reservations and payment need  

to be made by March 29. 
Make payment to church with  

memo marked for Ragtown. 
 

Transportation to be coordinated. 
Meet in the church parking lot at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

Time changes this weekend!   
Spring forward. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you homebound or physically  
unable to take care of all the  

things you used to?  
 

Changing light bulbs, putting boxes  

in the attic, trimming trees,  

cleaning gutters, etc? �
�

Minor home and yard maintenance 

available through the church. ���

Services provided by volunteer  

members of St. John's at no charge. �
�

For more information or to request the  

service, �call the church office 762-0123.  
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     The Lenten Season has been a traditional time 
when we take on something special to strengthen 
our piety and to show our penitence and depend-
ence on God.  May I invite you to “take on” some-
thing during these forty days.  You may be a little 
late in starting, but God will understand. 
     Let me encourage you to “take on” something which will turn 
your hearts toward God.  There may be some other by-product of 
your act (loosing weight, getting in shape, taking care of your body, 
getting more rest, tending to others in a better way, using your money 
wisely, breaking a bad habit, etc.), but the reason for the act is to 
draw you into a more meaningful relationship with your God.  When 
the season of Lent is over, may we be a more pious church. 
     My guess would be that most of us would shrink from that pros-
pect.  Being more pious brings negative images to mind.  “Holier 
than thou” persons have been a negative witness to faith ever since 
the time of Christ.  Jesus was always in conflict with the piousness of 
the Pharisees. 
     However, for Jesus, the act of piety was not the problem.  In fact, 
Jesus said that our piety must be greater than the piety of the Phari-
sees.  The focus of the piety was the problem.  Jesus invites us to fo-
cus our piety on God, not self. 
     This week, during our morning Lenten communion, we were re-
minded to approach whatever we do with an attitude of humbleness.  
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus invites us to give alms and pray 
and fast, but do it all in secret.  Nothing is to point to ourselves.  (My 
confession was that many already knew what I was “giving up” this 
Lent.) 
     May we indeed be able to deepen our holy life this Lent . . . but 
may we be able to do it humbly, keeping our focus on God. 
 
     Grace and Peace 
� � � � � �������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Open hearts,  
        Open arms,  
    Open minds 
 

With open hearts, open arms and open minds, 
we welcome you to St. John’s United Methodist 
Church and invite you to join our community  

of faith, for a day, a week or a lifetime. 
 

 Sunday  
     Opportunities 

 

8:15 a.m.    Holy Communion  
9:00 a.m.    Fellowship Time  
9:15 a.m.    Sunday School Hour 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.  Worship  
5:30 p.m.    Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
 

1501 University   
Lubbock, TX  79401 
806-762-0123 
fax:  806-762-0130 
Email:openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 
web:www.stjohnslubbock.org 
 

Saint John’s Staff  
 

Senior Pastor:  Archie Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Daniel Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Ann Akin  
Pastor Emeritus:  Ted Dotts 
Dir. of Music Ministries:  Kathryn Zetterstrom 
Minister of Christian Ed.:  David Cameron 
Organist:  Roy Wilson 
Business Manager:  Dennis Howard 
Facilities Supervisor:  Cedric Robins  
Childcare Director:  Trisha Castillo 
Administrative Assistant/Editor:  Donna Lindley 

Address Changes Needed!  
If you have changed your  

e-mail address, cell phone or home phone 
number or have moved, please contact the 

church office at 762-0123 or  
openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 

 

“The True Easter Story:  
The Promise Kept” 

 
DVD from “That the World May Know”  
Series Presented by Ray Vander Laan 

 
Travel with Ray Vander Laan to the land of Israel and discover fascinating 
truths about the events surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Us-
ing his knowledge of ancient Jewish holidays and little-known customs, 
Vander Laan probes the true depth of the Easter story.  Running time ap-
proximately 50 minutes.  If your class or study group would like to view this 
DVD, you can make arrangements for showing by contacting David Cam-
eron, 762-0123 or dcameron@stjohnslubbock.org. 
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Four Loves 
by Frederick Buechner 

 
The love for equals is a human thing--- 

of friend for friend, brother for brother.  
It is to love what is loving and lovely.  

The world smiles. 
 

The love for the less fortunate is a  
beautiful thing---the love for those who  
suffer, for those who are poor, the sick,  

the failures, the unlovely. This is  
compassion, and it touches the  

heart of the world. 
 

The love for the more fortunate is a rare 
thing---to love those who succeed where 

we fail, to rejoice without envy with 
those who rejoice, the love of the poor  
for the rich, of the black man for the 

white man. The world is always  
bewildered by its saints. 

 

And then there is the love for the  
enemy---love for the one who does not 

love you but mocks, threatens, and  
inflicts pain. The tortured's love for  

the torturer.  This is God's love.   
It conquers the world. 

 

 
 

 
 

Deepen your experience of God’s love through  
community, conversation, short courses,  

and good food. 
 

Meals (Reservations required.) 
Serving Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Cost: $7.00 full meal and $3.50 snack supper (1/2 portions) 
 

MENU: 
March 11:  Chicken Fried Steak 

March 18:  Spring Break - No Wonderful Wednesday 
 

If you choose not to eat the menu for the week,  
please feel free to bring your own food. 

 

 Reservations may be made by: 
¨  Telephoning the church by 4:30 Monday, or  
¨  Registering the number of meals weekly on the  
 worship registration pad, or 
¨  Signing up for standing reservations. 
 

If you  have standing reservations, it will be your responsibility  
to cancel your reservation by Monday at 4:30 p.m. when you  

are unable to attend. 
 

Personality and Our Faith                  Archie Echols 
March 11, from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  Look at how our personal prefer-
ences affect our view of the Christian Gospel.  How do our different per-
sonalities shape what we proclaim as the Good News, what we long for in 
worship, what the level of our needs is for Christian fellowship?  The 
Kersey Temperament Sorter will be used for each person as a starter 
for discussion and illustration. 
 

Movie Discussion        Rebecca Hunt 
March 11, from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m.  Room 112.  Join us for a lively discus-
sion inspired by our selected films.  Please view the movie prior to the class 
to participate in the discussion.  Movies are available at local rental stores 
and through Netflix.  Movie: "The Visitor" a film by Thomas McCarthy. 
Starring Richard Jenkins, Haaz Sleiman, and Danai Jekesai Gurira. Rated 
PG-13. 
 

Knitters/Crocheters (Weekly)   Donna Chandler and Ginny Riggs 
Youth and Children Handbells/Handchimes: 6:00 p.m.- 6:45 p.m.  

  MARCH 25 WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY 
              5:30 P.M. - MEAL  
         6:00 - 8:00 P.M. - A SPECIAL SHOWING OF  
        “THE PASSION OF CHRIST” by Mel Gibson 
     Partial viewing with discussion to follow. 

                 Nursery provided and a special movie for children. 
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LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAYS IN MARCH 
 Sunday, March 1 

Sunday, March 8 

Sunday, March 15 

Sunday, March 22 

Sunday, March 29 

Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, I Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 

Genesis 17:1-7, Psalm 22:23-31, Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38 

Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19, I Corinthians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22 

Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3: 14-21 

Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Psalm 51:1-12, Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12: 20-33 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Study facilitated by Bobby McMillan 

Sunday School Hour, 9:15-10:15 a.m.  

Five Weeks, March 8 – April 5 
Room 215 

 

     Participants will be reading and discussing the lectionary 
readings for Holy Week on the consecutive Sundays leading to 
Holy Week. The goal for this Lenten Pilgrimage is to help us 
enter into the last week of Christ's life by focusing on the daily 
scriptures from  Palm Sunday through Good Friday. In order 
to celebrate the full meaning of Easter, it is essential to walk 
the Via Dolorosa, the way of tears, with Christ.   
     Participants will be asked to commit to daily study of these 
scriptures and to do journaling of their own reflections for 
sharing with each other during our Sunday discussions.  No 
advance registration required. 

 
 
 

 
 

A RETREAT FOR MOTHERS OF 

YOUNG CHILDREN 
(Ages: Birth - Age 10) 

 

Choice of two dates and  

two locations: 
 

Camp Butman (south of Merkel) 

March 6-7 
 

Ceta Glen’s Cline Lodge  

at Ceta Canyon  

March 27-28 

Cost $85.00 
 

Rev. Ann Akin, associate pastor of  
St. John’s United Methodist Church, 

and Rev. Donita Lea, pastor of  
Highland United Methodist in Odessa, 

will team up to lead both retreats!  
They are both dedicated to reaching 

more young women on their  
spiritual journey. 

 

Registration forms are available  
in the church office. 

 

Sponsored by:  
Northwest Texas Conference of  

United Methodist Women 

 
 

 

 
The Education Committee would like for every committee, 
every Sunday School Class and every ministry of SJUMC  
to have at least a poster display, if not a table display, for  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
FALL CELEBRATION 

 

(taking the place of our traditional Rally Day observance) 
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Steinem to Speak at Texas Tech’s 
Conference on Advancement of 

Women in Higher Education 
 
American feminist icon Gloria Steinem will 
serve as keynote speaker April 3 for Texas 
Tech University’s 25th Annual All-
University Conference on the Advancement 
of Women in Higher Education. 
 

The conference, sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program and 
titled “Innovation, Migration and Transference: Voices, Gender 
and Expression in the Changing World,” is part of a two-day cele-
bration recognizing a quarter century of teaching Women’s Stud-
ies, April 2-3 at the Student Union Building. 
 
Steinem, who last came to Lubbock in 1989, will speak as part of 
the conference’s finale at 4:30 p.m., April 3, at the Lubbock Me-
morial Civic Center. 
 
An Emmy Award-winning writer, lecturer, editor and feminist ac-
tivist, Steinem graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Smith College. She 
is best known for co-founding Ms. Magazine in 1972. In 1993, 
Steinem was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 
Seneca Falls, N.Y. 
 
She now lives in New York City, where she recently co-founded 
the Women’s Media Center. She is working on a book, titled 
“Road to the Heart: America As If Everyone Mattered,” about her 
more than 30 years on the road as a feminist organizer. 
 
A reception will follow, sponsored by the Women’s Studies Com-
munity Connection, a Lubbock-based advocacy group that has sup-
ported the program for more than 15 years. 
 
General admission tickets to Steinem’s keynote speech are $10. 
The price includes a $3 surcharge from Select-A-Seat. Tickets are 
available by calling 770-2000 or www.selectaseatlubbock.com. 
 
Texas Tech students wishing to attend Steinem’s keynote speech 
can do so for free by presenting their valid student ID for one gen-
eral admission ticket at the Escondido Theatre Box Office in the 
Student Union Building. 
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 PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 5 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 12 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
SERVICE GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 

EASTER SUNDAY  
BRUNCH 
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Church Calendar 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2009 
8:15 a.m. Communion Service 
9:15 a.m.      Sunday School Hour 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Children’s Council 
11:30 a.m. ETC University Meal 
4:30 p.m. Youth Musical Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Jr. High and Sr. High Youth  
Monday, March 9, 2009 
5:30 p.m. Tech Law School Clinic 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I (Room 115) 
7:30 p.m. Scouts  (Room 111, 112)  
Tuesday, March 10, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Monthly Staff Meeting 
12:00 Noon Trustees (Room 122) 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday Food Vouchers 
5:30 p.m. Legal Clinic  (Garden Room) 
Wednesday, March 11, 2009 
7:00 a.m. Lenten Communion Service 
9:30 a.m. UMW General Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal 
6:00 p.m. Children’s Handbells/Chimes 
6:30 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Class 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry  
6:45 p.m. Children’s Choir 
7:30 p.m. No Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 
9:30 a.m.      Quilters & Knitters 
7:00 p.m. District Boy Scouts 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 
8:15 a.m.            Communion Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Hour 
9:15 a.m. Lenten Study  (Room 215) 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. ETC University Meal 
4:30 p.m. Youth Musical Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Jr. High and Sr. High Youth 
Monday, March 16, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study 
7:30 p.m.  Scouts 
Tuesday, March 17, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday  Food Vouchers 
Wednesday, March 18, 2009 
5:30 p.m. No Wonderful Wednesday  
6:00 p.m. Theology Group 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
6:30 p.m. No Disciple III Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. No Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, March 19, 2009 
9:30 a.m.      Quilters & Knitters 
7:00 p.m. South Plains Astronomy Club 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 
9:00 a.m. Golden K Kiwanis’ Chili    
  Festival until 4:00 p.m. in the      
  Garden Room.  All invited! 
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Thank You to Shepherds Sunday School Class for, once again, donating 
several sacks of items for our hygiene pantry! 
 

Thank You Golden K Kiwanis for donating 86 items for the St. John’s 
Food Pantry.  A special thank you to Walter Mitchell for delivering them! 
 

A NOTE FROM RICHARD EDWARDS:  The Korean UMC, Lubbock, 
will be receiving a new pastor in late March or early April.  Reverend Kim 
is from Korea though he has most recently been serving a church in Guam.  
Reverend Kim has need of a car/van.  If any one has a good, used vehicle 
they would like to donate to the Korean church or Reverend Kim, please 
contact Richard Edwards in the district office. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED!  Please come by and sign up for altar 
flowers for Sunday worship services.  We have several dates available.  
 

Morning Volunteer Needed:  A volunteer is needed to help in the office 
on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
to answer the phone, collect the Sunday School attendance sheets, and ring 
the bell at the end of the Sunday School hour.  We are asking each volun-
teer to serve a month if possible.  February, June and October are covered, 
leaving the rest of the year open.  For more information or to volunteer, 
contact David Cameron, 762-0123 or dcameron@stjohnslubbock.org. 

 
 
 
 

 

Question of the day:  What if you gave up being "right" for Lent? 
 

The second temptation of Jesus: Satan takes him up to the pinnacle of the Temple, 
symbolizing the religious world, and tells him to play righteousness games with 
God. “Throw yourself off and he’ll catch you” (Matthew 4:6). It’s the only time 
when the devil quotes Scripture. The second temptation is the need to be right and 
to think of the self as saved, superior, the moral elite standing on God and religion, 
and quoting arguable Scriptures for your own purpose. 
More evil has come into the world by people of righteous ignorance than by people 
who’ve intentionally sinned: Being convinced that one has the whole truth and has 
God wrapped up in my denomination, my dogmas and my right response (I am 
baptized, I made a personal decision for Jesus, I go to church). 
It’s not wrong to be “right.” Once in a while if something works out, that’s sure 
nice. The spiritual problem is the need to be right. We are called to do the truth and 
then let go of the consequences. One stops asking the question of spiritual success, 
which is the egocentrism of the rich young man: “What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” (Mark 10:17). Jesus refused to answer him because it is the wrong question. 
It is again “the devil” quoting Scripture and not really wanting an answer, only 
affirmation. 
As Mother Teresa loved to say, “We were not created to be successful [even spiri-
tually successful!] but to be obedient.” True obedience to God won’t always make 
us look or feel right. Faith is dangerous business! 
  
from Radical Grace: Daily Meditations, p.295, day 309 
(Source: Preparing for Christmas With Richard Rohr) 
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THE EXPLORER 

St. John’s United Methodist Church  
Mission Statement 

 

The mission of  St. John’s United Methodist Church is to worship and  
serve God with open hearts, open arms, and open minds.  To respond to 
this calling, we will nurture each other in the Christian faith,  we will  
work so that all people can experience God’s love, and we will  examine 
critically and respond prayerfully to the difficult issues that  face us. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
1501 University Ave. 
Lubbock, TX  79401 
(806) 762-0123 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Here’s what’s happening at Youth this Sunday, March  8… 
             
Junior Highs: 
 5:00 p.m.          Meet at the church – Note chang e in time! 
                           Eat before you come to church. 
 5:10 p.m.          Leave for St. Luke’s United Methodist  
     Church’s Youth-Led Contemporary Worship  
     Service at their Southwest Campus located 
     at 82nd & Upland. 
 

Parents:  If you prefer, you can meet the group the re and 
pick your youth up from there at 6:30 p.m. 

 

7:00 p.m.            Pick up for those going from the church. 
 

Senior Highs: 
5:30 p.m.          Youth meal provided by the Mason Family in      
    the Garden Room. 
6:00 p.m.           Program:  Sothy Eng, Tech student from  
   Cambodia, to talk about life in his country. 
7:00 p.m.           Parent pick up. 
 

Next Sunday, March 15 
 No Youth – Spring Break ����

�

�
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Church Women United 
Friday, March 6 at 11:30 a.m. 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

9821 Frankford Ave. 
Lunch: $5.00 

 
General Meeting/Covered Dish Luncheon 

Wednesday, March 11 
9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room 

Program: Legislative Event 
Report by Tess Jackson �

 
Dora Harris Circle 

Wednesday, March 25 
9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room 

Program: Lent Study;  
“THIS IS THE FAST I CHOOSE” 

Led by: Betty Dotts 


