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— The Explorer —  

 

 
 

 

Deepen your experience of God’s love through  
community, conversation, short courses,  

and good food. 
 

Meals (Reservations required.) 
Serving Time: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Cost: $7.00 full meal and $3.50 snack supper (1/2 portions)  
 

If you choose not to eat the menu for the week,  
please feel free to bring your own food. 

 

 Reservations may be made by: 
¨  Telephoning the church by 4:30 Monday, or  
¨  Registering the number of meals weekly on the worship        

 registration pad, or 
¨  Signing up for standing reservations. 

 

If you  have standing reservations, it will be your responsibility to cancel your  
reservation by Monday at 4:30 p.m. when you are unable to attend. 

 

CHESS for All Ages and Abilities, facilitated by Members of TT Knight 
Raiders, Dr. Hal Karlsson, Faculty Advisor.  Two more weeks: February  
11 and 18, in Room 212.  Come and play chess with members of the Texas 
Tech Knight Raiders student organization.  You are welcome whether you 
are a beginner or an accomplished player!    
 

United Methodism 101                        Daniel Echols 
This class is good for new members, visitors, or members interested in 
some basics about Methodism and St. John’s.  We will discuss Methodist 
history theology, and organization.  We will discuss St. John’s and its 
unique story and mission.  We will also discuss general topics and group 
questions related to Christianity.  The companion book for this class is Why 
I Am United Methodist, by William Willimon, available through Cokes-
bury.  February 11 and 18 from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m.    Room 111. 
 

Movie Discussion           Rebecca Hunt 
Join us for a lively discussion inspired by our selected films.  Please view 
the movie prior to the class to participate in the discussion.  Movies are 
available at local rental stores and through Netflix.  February 11, from 6:30 
until 7:30 p.m.  Room 112.  Movie: “Arranged”.  A film by Diane Crespo 
and Stefan C. Schaefer, starring Zoe Lister-Jones and Francis Benhamou.   
 

Knitters/Crocheters (Weekly)         Donna Chandler and Ginny Riggs 
Youth and Children have Handbells and Handchimes: 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.    
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A native of Lubbock, Texas, Mark graduated from Texas Tech Uni-
versity in 1980, and later completed his M.Div. and Ph.D. in practical 
theology at Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  He com-
pleted additional graduate study in church history and world religions 
at Baylor.  He served as pastor of churches in Texas and Kentucky for 
17 years, and for another 7 years was the executive director of Just 
People, Inc., an Abilene nonprofit agency that provides empowerment 
services for youth and adults in poverty.  Mark currently serves as As-
sistant Professor of Servant Leadership  and Director of the Servant 
Leadership Center of the Southwest at McMurry University.  He is 
also the part-time Minister of Faith Formation at the Episcopal Church 
of the Heavenly Rest in Abilene.  Mark’s wife, Cheryl, is the adminis-
trator for Buchner Hospice in Austin.  Mark and Cheryl have two 
daughters, Krista, who graduated in December from McMurry Univer-
sity and Becca, a freshman at Schreiner University in Kerrville. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Open hearts,  
        Open arms,  
    Open minds 
 

With open hearts, open arms and open minds, 
we welcome you to St. John’s United Methodist 
Church and invite you to join our community  

of faith, for a day, a week or a lifetime. 
 

 Sunday  
     Opportunities 

 

8:15 a.m.    Holy Communion  
9:00 a.m.    Fellowship Time  
9:15 a.m.    Sunday School Hour 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.  Worship  
5:30 p.m.    Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
 

1501 University   
Lubbock, TX  79401 
806-762-0123 
fax:  806-762-0130 
Email:openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 
web:www.stjohnslubbock.org 
 

Saint John’s Staff  
 

Senior Pastor:  Archie Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Daniel Echols 
Associate Pastor:  Ann Akin  
Pastor Emeritus:  Ted Dotts 
Dir. of Music Ministries:  Kathryn Zetterstrom 
Minister of Christian Ed.:  David Cameron 
Organist:  Roy Wilson 
Business Manager:  Dennis Howard 
Facilities Supervisor:  Cedric Robins  
Childcare Director:  Trisha Castillo 
Administrative Assistant/Editor:  Donna Lindley 

Address Changes Needed!  
If you have changed your  

e-mail address, cell phone or home phone 
number or have moved, please contact the 

church office at 762-0123 or  
openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 
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by Rev. Richard Edwards, District Superintendent 
 
I have just returned from the Quadrennial Training Event for the United Methodist Ministry Areas entitled “Living 
the United Methodist Way – Turning Worlds Upside Down.”  Eighteen leaders of the Northwest Texas Annual 
Conference joined around 1200 United Methodist leaders from across the United States to hear the emphasis and 
challenge which the General Conference has given the local church.  The program centered on the four focus areas 
given to us by the 2008 General Conference: 

1. Leadership Development 
2. Congregational Development 
3. Elimination of Poverty in Community With the Poor 
4. Global Health. 
 

Throughout our connection a movement has been set in motion to reinvigorate The United Methodist Church.  This 
movement is sharpening our mission and directing all of the critical aspects of our ministry together as a church that 
is rooted in Christ and the Wesleyan Tradition.�
 

One of the workshops which I attended was entitled, “RETHINK CHURCH.”   “Rethink Church” began through 
the work of the United Methodist Communications Commission in dialogue with many across the denomination.  
Powered by the Holy Spirit, “Rethink Church” hopes to serve as a catalyst that moves the denomination, and those 
we hope to reach, into dialogue - - and ultimately, into transformative, collaborative action. 
 

The questions of “Rethink Church” are: 
¨   “What if Church were a verb?” 
¨   “What would it look like?” 
 

I share the article below that was shared with those in our workshop, and encourage you to begin 
“Rethinking Church” in your place of service and ministry. 

� � � � � � ����������������������������������

“’Rethink Church’ – A Lifestyle and a Conversation” 
�

In the ramp-up to the new “Rethink Church” emphasis of the “Open hearts” ministry, people at all levels of 
the denomination are asking about the initiative’s program elements. It seems many of us, hearing of this develop-
ment, anticipate the impending release of a ready-made, fully-formed, “just add water” church program. Perhaps 
years of expectation and reward have reconditioned us to respond to denominational initiatives in this manner. As 
we “Rethink Church,” however, it is time for us to rethink our expectations.  

A message we have delivered since the beginning of the “Open hearts” ministry bears repeating now: “This 
is not a program or a committee. It’s a way of life.” To engage in ministry with people who have few or no connec-
tions to the church requires a new way of doing and being the church. “Business as usual” has not worked for a cou-
ple of decades, as our collective attendance and membership numbers attest. It is time for us to rethink “church.” 

“Rethink Church” bears a dual message strategy for church “outsiders” and “insiders.” To our unchurched, 
young adult neighbors, it says, “Think about your spiritual journey and what churches may have to offer you.” To 
us, it may say, “Think about whether you have anything young adults would want.” To reconcile these messages—
and, perhaps, conflicting expectations—requires long-term effort.  

“Rethink Church” will not be a quick fix. Your involvement will help to define it. You will make of it what-
ever makes the most of your congregation’s context and culture. You, in partnership with the Holy Spirit and the 
people of your community, will collaborate to “Rethink Church.” Even the new approach to communicating the 
“brand promise” reflects this spirit of collaboration:  

“Together, we can open hearts, open minds, and open doors. The people of The United Methodist 
Church.”  

Note the emphasis on “open” as a verb. Note the engagement of the “people” in the process. Note the em-
phasis on “United” as our way of being the church. Note, especially, the word “together,” which invites “outsiders” 
into the conversation. As you review additional Rethink Church resources, be prepared for the “sweat equity” re-
quired to bring them to fruition.  For more information on “Rethink Church” go to: Rethinkchurch.org.  
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All the books now in our church library are bar coded and entered  
in the computer, ready for you to check them out electronically!   

This completes the original plans of our library renovations.   
 

To help you learn how to check out your favorite books, Donna Cash or David 
Cameron will be in the library during the Sunday School hour Sundays, Febru-
ary 8 and 15, as well as during the meal on Wednesdays, February 4 and 11.  
They will be there to demonstrate the check-out procedure and to answer your 
questions.  They will also be glad to meet you other times as needed. 
 

The procedure is simple: 
1. Use the top button at the bottom of the computer to turn the computer on 
2. Monitor will count down to 0 and then go to the Windows screen 
3. Press control – alt keys together, then the delete key 
4. Enter password: stjohns and click okay 
5. Click on the Resource Mate icon, book on the lower left 
6. Click on the Check out icon at the top of the screen 
7. Enter last name, select your name, press enter key 
8. Cursor should be in the box at the left-hand bottom of the screen 
9. Hold scanner over book’s bar code and press orange button on scanner to    
enter book.  Enter as many books as you want to check out.               
10. On left of screen click on “Check out these items” 
11. When finished click “Clear all” 
 

To return books, place them in the “Check-in basket” to the right of the doors.  
No need to scan them, this will be done for you by the librarian. 
 

A special thanks goes to our church librarian, Donna Cash, for her dedicated 
service implementing these changes.  Her expertise has made this transition 
possible.  Be sure to express your appreciation to her for her specialized min-
istry to St. John’s.  We are fortunate to have such a nice library! 

 
�

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Since February 1986, Lubbock  
Interfaith Dialogue has met for 

brown-bag lunch at 12:00 noon on 
the 4th or 5th Tuesday of each 
month (except for December).   

All faith perspectives of attendees 
are welcome and they may  

participate in the discussion  
as they wish.  Juice, water, and 

snacks are provided.   
For more information, you may  
contact Mary Vines at 799-2494.  

 
February 24 

Second Great Awakening 
 

March 24 
Who Speaks for Islam?   

By John Esposito 
 

April 28 
Black Liberation Theology 

 

May 26 
Religion and Science: 

Islam Perspectives 
 

June 23 
Abortion: Differing Faith  

Perspectives 
 

July 28 
Historical Truth  

of Resurrection of Jesus 
 

August 25 
Gays’ Effect on UMC  

and St. John’s 
 

Welcome All! 
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Please return 
filled sacks  
Sundays in  
February. 

 

Please fill a sack 
with these items: 
(small sizes best) 

 
Toilet Paper, Laundry 

Soap, Deodorant, Tooth 
Paste and Brushes, 

Mouthwash, Shampoo, 
Bar Soap, Men’s Shav-

ing Items, Women’s 
Hygiene Items 



The Explorer                                            Page 7 

Church Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 8, 2009 
8:15 a.m. Communion Service 
8:15 a.m. Rotation SS Team Meeting 
9:15 a.m.      Sunday School Hour 
10:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. ETC University Meal 
4:30 p.m. Youth Musical Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Youth go to FUMC Concert 
Monday, February 9, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Scouts  
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
12:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday Food Vouchers 
5:30 p.m. Legal Clinic 
5:30 p.m. Finance Committee 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 
9:30 a.m. UMW General Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal 
6:00 p.m. Theology Group 
6:00 p.m. Children’s Handbells/Chimes 
6:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Class 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
6:30 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Romans Bible Study 
6:45 p.m. Children’s Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 
9:30 a.m.      Quilters & Knitters 
7:00 p.m. District Boy Scouts 
Sunday, February 15, 2009 
8:15 a.m.            Communion Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School Hour 
!0:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service 
11:30 a.m. Children’s Council 
11:30 a.m. ETC University Meal 
4:30 p.m. Youth Musical Rehearsal 
5:30 p.m. Jr. High and Sr. High Youth 
Monday, February 16, 2009 
6:30 p.m. Disciple I Bible Study 
7:30 p.m.  Scouts 
Tuesday, February 17, 2009 
8:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday  Food Vouchers 
6:30 p.m. Education Committee 
7:00 p.m. P-FLAG 
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 
5:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal 
6:00 p.m. Children’s Handbells/Chimes 
6:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Class 
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
6:30 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Romans Bible Study  
6:45 p.m. Children’s Choir  
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, February 19, 2009 
9:30 a.m.      Quilters & Knitters 
7:00 p.m. South Plains Astronomy Club 

                  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank You Golden K Kiwanis!  St. John’s thanks you for donating 135 
items to our emergency pantry.  Your continuous support of  this ministry 
helps us to help so many who come to St. John’s for help during their 
troubled times.   
 

Thank You Shepherds Sunday School Class for your continuing dona-
tions to our hygiene pantry.  Your kindness is appreciated by many! 
 

Prayer and Health Concerns from the cards placed in the offering 
plates on Sunday:  Please pray for: Donna Woods, Don Wellingdorf, 
John Moore and Buddy Moore. 
 

In The News:  As reported in the Perkins School of Theology magazine, 
“IN PERSPECTIVE” this month, Joel Walker, a second year M.Divinity 
student at Perkins School of Theology, has found a calling in ministry that 
began in 2003, at St. John’s United Methodist Church.  Joel had devel-
oped a deep commitment to matters of economic justice, sexual ethics and 
the environment in young adulthood.  Coming from a background of ag-
nosticism, he eventually discovered within St. John’s, and the Methodist 
church, a shared dedication to many of his own interests.  Joel was asked 
to help draft environmental concerns legislation from our church that was 
approved for inclusion in the Book of Resolutions.  Today, at Perkins, he 
feels he has truly found a faith home and faith community. 
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THE EXPLORER 

St. John’s United Methodist Church  
Mission Statement 

 

The mission of  St. John’s United Methodist Church is to worship and  
serve God with open hearts, open arms, and open minds.  To respond to 
this calling, we will nurture each other in the Christian faith,  we will  
work so that all people can experience God’s love, and we will  examine 
critically and respond prayerfully to the difficult issues that  face us. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church 
1501 University Ave. 
Lubbock, TX  79401 
(806) 762-0123 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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